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The South Australian Government Gazette from 1975 includes references like "Part town acre 358" and "Part 
town acre 671," indicating portions of land within a town acre. 

www8.austlii.edu.au+1austlii.edu.au+1

Similarly, the Castlemaine Architectural and Historical Study from 1981 mentions "Part Town of Castlemaine" in 
survey plans dated 1852 and 1857, reflecting the use of "part town" in historical land surveys. 

mountalexander.vic.gov.au

https://archive.aramcoworld.com/issue/198005/back.to.the.highlands.htm

part town

https://bizstanding.com/p/parts+town+waitsfield-148659409#:~:text=Status%3AInactive

https://fisherautoparts.com/about.aspx



Key Differences:

    Vermont-Based "Parts Town" (1980s–1990s)

        Founded by Wendon ("Wyndon") Bailey in 1987 in Waitsfield, Vermont.

        Connected to the Bailey Brothers Auto Parts store in Barre, VT.

        Operated as an auto parts retailer and wholesaler, selling new aftermarket car parts, tools, and automotive 
supplies.

        Was later acquired by Fisher Auto Parts in the late 1990s, with the name being phased out.

        Found in Vermont business directories, high school yearbooks, and local newspapers.

    Pulaski County, Virginia "Parts Town Auto Salvage" (1980s–1990s)

        Owned by Rodney Phillips & Bob Ledford (first documented in 1982).

        Focused on used and salvaged auto parts rather than new parts.

        Mentioned in Virginia newspapers (e.g., Southwest Times) as part of auto salvage contracts.

        Continued operating in the 1990s but had no known acquisition by a larger company.

The name "Parts Town" in the 1980s may have been popular for several reasons:

1. Automotive Boom & Aftermarket Parts Demand

    The 1980s saw significant growth in the automotive industry, with more vehicles on the road than ever 
before.

    The rise of aftermarket auto parts and do-it-yourself (DIY) car repairs led to a surge in auto parts stores.

    Businesses likely used names like "Parts Town" to signal they were a one-stop shop for car owners needing 
replacement parts.



2. Common Naming Trend for Auto & Hardware Businesses

    The 1970s and 1980s had a trend of straightforward business names, especially in retail.

    Names like AutoZone (founded 1979), Pep Boys (expanding rapidly in the 80s), and Parts Town were simple, 
easy to remember, and descriptive.

    “Parts Town” could have implied a large inventory, attracting customers who needed a variety of parts.

3. Small Business Branding in the 1980s

    Many small, independent auto parts stores mimicked large chains but used regional branding.

    A business name like Parts Town suggested community focus, reinforcing that it was "the go-to place" for 
parts in that town.

4. Expansion of Industrial & Machinery Repair Markets

    Beyond automotive, the 1980s saw growth in industrial machinery repair, HVAC, and appliance repair.

    Businesses supplying parts to factories, workshops, and repair shops may have also adopted the name Parts 
Town to show they were a centralized source for parts.

5. Coincidental or Regional Branding

    It is possible that multiple independent businesses across the U.S. used "Parts Town" without direct 
connections to each other.

    A company in Virginia (Bob Ledford & Rodney Phillips’ Parts Town) and the modern restaurant equipment 
supplier (founded in Illinois in 1987) could have used the name separately, with no relation.
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Jackson, Michigan was famously known as "the Auto Parts Town" in the early 20th century, particularly by 1917.
This was due to its role as a major hub for automotive parts manufacturing during the rise of the automobile 
industry.



Explanation:

    Jackson, Michigan - "Auto Parts Town" (1917)

        By 1917, Jackson had become an industrial center for automobile parts production.

        Several automotive parts suppliers and tool manufacturers operated in the area, supporting Detroit’s 
growing auto industry.

    

                The historical "Auto Parts Town" reference is more tied to Jackson, Michigan and would not 
immediately show up in searches for "Parts Town" alone.


